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Modi’s UCC remark
uncalled for: Jamiat

Akhilesh.Singh@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: PM Modi on Tues-
day dismissed the objections to
enactment of a Uniform Civil
Code (UCC). saving it was a
ploy by those who treated Mus-
limsasavotebank.

Talking to BJP workers in
Bhopal, he recalled that aboli-
tion of triple talaq or instant
oral divorce was also opposed
on the same ground despite the
fact that Muslim countries, in-
cluding Pakistan, had banned
the controversial practice dec-
adesago.

The loud public articula-
tionof UCC,whichhasbeenop-
posed by members of the Mus-
lim community and the “secu-
lar political class™, coincides
with signs that after scrapping
the special status of Jammu &
Kashmir and construction of
the Ram Mandir in Ayodhya,
the government could be verg-
ing towards fulfilling another
of its “core” pledges.

Parliament’s monsoon ses-
sion is set to begin around the
third week of July and if the
government indeed brings the
UCC legislation, it will ensure
thatthesittingsturnouttobea
stormy affair
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New Delhi: PM Narendra
Modi's strong pitch for a
Uniform Civil Code (UCC)
inflamed the opposition on
Tuesday, with Congress say-
ingit's adiversionary tactic
to confound people from is-
sues like unemployment
and Manipur strife while
AIMIM head Asaduddin
Owaisi wondered if theHin-
du Undivided Family would
beabolished.

Congress general secre-
tary (organisation) KC Ven-
ugopal said the PM can say
anything, but “he has to an-
swer the real questions of
this country — unemploy-
ment, pricerise and the Ma-
nipur issue”. “Why has the
PM not uttered a single
word (on Manipur)? He
‘wants to run away from the
real issues, that is why they
are only trying to divert the
issues,” hesaid.

Modi said in Bhopal that
the opposition is using the
UCCtomislead and provoke
the minority community.
Hitting back, Owaisi said:
“Will he strip the country of
its pluralism and diversity
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Muslim brides at a mass marriage. The Law Commlssmn recently
reenergised the issue of UCC by seeking comments from the public

in the name of UCC? When
he speaks of UCC, he is
speaking of Hindu Civil
Code. I challenge him. Can
he abolish the Hindu Undi-
vided Family? Let him go
and tell the Sikhs in Punjab
about UCC and see the reac-
tion there.”

Owaisi criticised Modi
forhisremarksontripleta-
lag and Pasmanda Mus-
lims, and asked: “He has
cited Pakistantojustify the
ban on triple talag. Why is
Modi getting inspiration
from Pakistani law? And
why does he have so much
love for Pakistan?

Bihar minister and JD
(U) politician Vijay Kumar .

Chaudhary alleged that by
touchingupon the UCC, Mo-
di was aiming at communal
polarisation. “The way the
PM spoke about opposition
unity shows his worry and
bears testimony to the su-
preme success of our oppo-
sition unity drive,” he said.
RJD’s Manoj Jha said the
PMshouldnotmakesuchis-
sues an instrument of “dog-
whistle politics”.

TMC spokesperson Ku-
nal Ghosh said: “The people

. of this country are well

aware which party tried to
push CAA and NRC, and
which party was involved in
instigatingriots.”
(Withagency inputs)
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New Delhi: The All India Mus-
lim Personal Law Board and
Jamiat Ulama-i-Hind have rai-
sed objections to Prime Mini-
ster Narendra Modi’s remarks
on Uniform Civil Code, saying
his assertion on acommon law
foranentire nation was “not in
keeping with the spirit of the
Constitution that providespro-
tection and freedom for all to
practice theirreligion and cus-
tomary laws”.

JUH, the influential body of
Muslim clerics, responded to
the PM’s emphasis on the UCC
ona public platform as “uncal-
led for” as it comes at a time
when the Law Commission has
sought views of stakeholders
and the general public on the
issue before it begins a review
of the matter.

Senior member and secre-
tary of JUH, Niaz Ahmed Faro-

oquialleged that “the PM’s sta-
tements on UCCareadirectat-
tempt to influence the Law
Commissionand build a public
narrative on the subject. Being
the PMof the country, thisdoes
not suit his stature and before
going public.on UCC like this
he should have consulted the
Law Commission on the appro-
priateness of raising the issue
atthisjuncture”.
Interestingly, on Tuesday
evening the All India Muslim
Personal Law Board held ame-
eting to firm up its stand on
UCC and draft a reply that wo-
uld be sent to the Law Commis-
sion. Its spokesperson SQR Ily-
as said, “The PM's remarks on
UCC to emphasise on one na-
tion, one law is not in keeping
with spirit of the Constitution
which through exemptions in
various provisions creates ro-
om for diversity and federa-
lism to make its presence felt.”

DurgeshNandanJha
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The National Me-
dical Commission (NMC), for
thefirsttime, on Tuesday sha-
red a tentative timeline for
conducting the National Exit
Test(NExT),acommon quali-
fying exam for medical gra-
duates. Officials said NExT

NMC: NEXT to be held in 2 phases from May 2024

medxcme and for merit-based
to postgraduate

MOCK TEST ON JULY 28

> NEXT to replace all
postgraduate medical
entrance tests, including

> NEXT step 1 will be held
twice a year - May and
November - at natlonal level,
and will replace final-

cour

headded. The aim of the test,
the NMC chairman explai-
ned to stud is to familia-

for

> NEXT step 2 will be

practical exam after
completion of internship at
univ level. It will be a pass-or-
fall exam and no scores will

be given

for foreign medical graduates
‘who want topractice inIndia.

Dr § CSharma, chairman
of NMC, said a mock test is
planned on July 28 to test the
system. Registration for the
mock test, which will be con-
ducted by AIIMS Delhi, will

rise the prospective candida-
tes with Computer-Based
Test (CBT), software interfa-
ce and process flow in the ex-
am centre. “The sample ques-
tions in the mock test will on-
ly exemplify the pattern and
format of the NEXT-Step 1ex-

will be held in India in two year MBBS exam too starton June28(Wednesday), amination. Still, they may not

phases. The first phase, likely > Students must Dr Sharma said, while add- represent the complete

to be held in May next year, clear NEXT 1 to ressing an online meet called  NEXT-Step 1 examination or

willbebasedon MultipleCho- | Pursue Internship. to address the concerns of fi-  syllabuscoverage,” headded.

ice Questions (MCQs). NEXT 1 score will ! nalyearmedicalstudentsand Until now, all MBBS gra-

The second phase, to be | be valid for 3years faculties of medical colleges ~ duates had to clear a final ex-

di din after regarding the common quali-  am which included both theo-

the completion of internship, ~ clinical diagnosis, patientex-  sary for practice of the mo- fyingexam. ry and practical. It was con-

will beacomprehensiveprac-  amination and clinical decl- dernsystemof medicinc. “Only [nal year students  ducted by colleges/universi-

= < tical/clinical examination. It  sion-making, practical and NExTwillactasalicentla-  pursuing MBBS courses are ties. NEXT will be a

V| ctoria will esin ication skl.lls neces- te exam to practice modern  ellgible for such mock tests,”  centralised exam.
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HINOUSTAN PETROLEUM CORPORAT|ON LIMITED
A Maharatna Company)

Notice for appointment of Regular /

Rural Retail Outlet (Petrol Pump) Dealerships
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation Limited proposes to
appoint Retail Outlet dealers at various locations in the State
of GOA.
The detailed Advertisement and Brochure are available inthe
website www.petrolpumpdealerchayan.in
Application for RO dealership along with online payment of
Non-refundable application fee, as applicable, should be
submitted on-line by 27/09/2023.
The facility for submission of on-line application will be
withdrawn immediately after the cut-off date as mentioned
above.
APPLICANTS, IN THEIR OWN INTEREST, SHOULD
CAREFULLY GO THROUGH THE “BROCHURE” AND
UNDERSTAND CONDITIONS OF SELECTION BEFORE
SUBMITTING THEIRAPPLICATION. i
The Corporation reserves the right to cancel / withdraw /
amend this advertisement or extend the due date at its sole
discretion without assigning any reason.
In case of any discrepancy in advertisement published in
English Newspapers vis a vis vernacular/ Hindi dailies, the
direction/information indicated in English paper would
prevail.
Corrigendum, if any, will be published only in the Website
www.petrolpumpdealerchayan.in
For any information with regard to the advertisement,
candidates may contactthe following address:-
HINDUSTAN PETROLEUM CORPORATION LIMITED,
VASCO RETAIL REGIONAL OFFICE,
POSTBOXNO. 48, FL. GOMES ROAD,
VASCO-DA-GAMA, DISTRICT SOUTH GOA- 403802
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Contact no. — 07814801978, 08322519742,
08322500377
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